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CRediT – An introduction

• The Contributor Roles Taxonomy’s 14 roles and best 

practices represent a simple but comprehensive system 

that enables the range and nature of contributions to 

scholarly published output to be captured in a 

transparent, consistent, and structured format. 



Roles

• Conceptualization

• Data curation

• Formal analysis

• Funding acquisition

• Investigation

• Methodology

• Project administration

• Resources

• Software

• Supervision

• Validation

• Visualization

• Writing – original draft

• Writing – review & editing



Example





Why now?

• UK Research Integrity Office's (UKRIO) Code of Practice for Research

• 2023 ALLEA European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity

• Research Cultures Delivery Plan - University-wide fair publication policy

• Publishers and funders are adopting CRedIT

https://ukrio.org/about-us/code-of-practice-for-research/
https://allea.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/European-Code-of-Conduct-Revised-Edition-2023.pdf
https://www.ed.ac.uk/research-innovation/research-cultures/research-cultures-action-plan


University-wide Fair Publication Policy



Recording CRediT in Pure

3 options presented to the University Pure User Group

- Contributor role(s)

- Author contribution description

- Author contribution note



Recording CRediT in Pure – Contributor role(s)

Pros:

- Associated with each 

contributor

- Controlled vocabulary

- Reportable

Pros:

- Associated with each 

contributor

- Controlled vocabulary

- Reportable

Cons:

- Cannot add multiple roles

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer

Cons:

- Cannot add multiple roles

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer



Recording CRediT in Pure – Author contribution description

Pros:

- Associated with each 

contributor

- Can add multiple roles

Pros:

- Associated with each 

contributor

- Can add multiple roles

Cons:

- Free text field

- Not reportable

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer

Cons:

- Free text field

- Not reportable

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer



Recording CRediT in Pure – Author contribution note

Pros:

- Can add multiple roles

- Reportable

Pros:

- Can add multiple roles

- Reportable

Cons:

- Not associated with each 

contributor

- Free text field

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer

Cons:

- Not associated with each 

contributor

- Free text field

- Not displayed on 

Edinburgh Research 

Explorer



Recording CRediT in Pure 

Pros:

- Can add multiple roles to each 

associated contributor

- Can be recorded at different 

publication stages, e.g. 

submission, acceptance, 

publication

- Can be added/edited by 

contributors themselves

- Can be added retrospectively

Pros:

- Can add multiple roles to each 

associated contributor

- Can be recorded at different 

publication stages, e.g. 

submission, acceptance, 

publication

- Can be added/edited by 

contributors themselves

- Can be added retrospectively

Cons:

- Not automated – cannot be 

imported

- Not reportable

- Not displayed on Edinburgh 

Research Explorer

Cons:

- Not automated – cannot be 

imported

- Not reportable

- Not displayed on Edinburgh 

Research Explorer



Next steps

- Approval from University Pure User Group

- Guidance and training for users

- Request improvement from Elsevier

o Importable, reportable, displayed on Edinburgh 

Research Explorer

- Monitor development from Elsevier



QUESTIONS?


