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Core Facilities

Provide open and equitable access to 
sophisticated equipment, technologies 
and workflows. 

A home of expertise – staffed by 
dedicated and skilled technicians.

Provide training and consultation to 
help researchers in their project 
planning and implementation.



Technician Commitment
The Technician Commitment is a sector-wide initiative to address key challenges facing technical 
staff working in research, teaching and innovation. 



Open Research – my short journey

https://edin.ac/3wbHHkz

https://cogtales.wordpress.com/2023/04/16/the-buffet-
approach-to-open-science/



Research Life Cycle

Pillars of Open Research
• Culture Change
• Future of Scholarly Publishing    
• FAIR Data            
• European Open Science Cloud    
• Education & Skills            
• Recognition & Rewards
• Next-generation Metrics             
• Research Integrity          
• Citizen Science & Participatory Research
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New methods



Standard Operating Procedures



Reporting data

MIQE guidelines
Raw data:    .eps files

Exported Data:   .xls files

Analysed Data:   .txt files



Publications

https://slides.com/simonhettrick/tsn-conference-2024
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Recognising the value of technical expertise
Matthieu Vermeren
Head of Light Microscopy Facility, CRM

£451,000 – Akoyabio PhenoCycler
Spatial phenotyping system

£399,000 – Leica FALCON 
imaging system

Pamela Brown
Biomolecular Core Manager, CRH

£138,500 – Refeyn TwoMP

Mass photometer system

BBSRC ALERT 2022 success rates: 
Overall = 46% (42/91) RTP inclusive = 56% (22/39) RTP led = 70% (7/10)



Recognising the value of technical expertise

Delivering Knowledge, Skills 
and Opportunities to RTPs 
Nationally Leveraging the UK 
Technology Specialist Network 
(TSN)
• £1.6M - Edinburgh; 

Manchester; Natural History 
Museum; Newcastle; 
Nottingham, Southampton; 
Warwick & York

• RTP Careers & Pipelines
• Visibility & Knowledge 

Exchange
• Skills sessions & Demand-

driven training



Open Research Placements for Technicians

• Between three and six days per month (half-days possible) 

• Over two to four months  

• Placements will be located in Argyle house and/or Libraries 

• Placements can support hybrid and flexible working

Contact: kerry.miller@ed.ac.uk 
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Samples Data
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Samples Data
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Samples Data

SOPs on OSF

Sample tracking through Laboratory Information Management System

Custom protocols on Protocols.io

Equipment RRIDs

Publish platform validation 
process and data

Electronic Lab Notebooks
Host Validation 
data on datavault

Reporting standards

Data dictionary

ORCiD Pure
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