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Abstract

Throughout its history the Royal Medical Society has striven to be a forum for debate, allowing the presentation
of new and challenging ideas as well as critically reviewing the old. It is hoped that RES MEDICA embodies
these principles in a balanced manner.

Medicine and the media have come to blows on many subjects in the past, but the last year was notorious in
every respect. Technological wizardry wielded by some misinformed pedant brought visions of death, disorder
and disability into peoples' homes. The controversy surrounding brain death was damaging enough to both
patients and doctors, but this was followed by a series of documentaries about decisions on whether to

allow 'severely' handicapped neonates to live. One hopes that the current trial of a paediatrician in England will
not set a precedent. The attitudes towards handicapped children have changed dramatically in the last few
years, and Dr. Raeburn in his article "Active Management in Serious Genetic Disorders" should provoke some
fresh thoughts on patients previously considered to be without hope.

Civil disorder is only too well known to all of us and the distressing increase in apparently motiveless brutality
in our society — particularly towards the elderly — makes Prof. MacLennan's article "Muggings and Assault”
cogent reading. The disabled suffer not only from pain but also immobility in many cases and the advances in
joint prostheses offer hope to those with degenerative joint disease especially. These advances have been
paralleled with better understanding of clinical methods and 'investigations. Mr. Macnicol admirably outlines
these in "The Diagnosis of Knee Pain".
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EDITORIAL

Throughout its history the Royal Medical Society
has striven to be a forum for debate, allowing the
presentation of new and challenging ideas as well
as critically reviewing the old. It is hoped that
RES MEDICA embodies these principles in a
balanced manner.

Medicine and the media have come to blows
on many subjects in the past, but the last year was
notorious in every respect. Technological wizardry
wielded by some misinformed pedant brought
visions of death, disorder and disability into
peoples’ homes. The controversy surrounding
brain death was damaging enough to both patients
and doctors, but this was followed by a series of
documentaries about decisions on whether to
allow ‘'severely’ handicapped neonates to live.
One hopes that the current trial of a paediatrician
in England will not set a precedent. The attitudes
towards handicapped children have changed
dramatically in the last few years, and Dr. Raeburn
in his article  "Active Management in Serious
Genetic Disorders" should provoke some fresh
thoughts on patients previously considered to be
without hope.

Civil disorder is only too well known to all of
us and the distressing increase in apparently
motiveless brutality in our society — particularly
towards the elderly — makes Prof. MacLennan's
article "Muggings and Assault" cogent reading.

The disabled suffer not only from pain but also
immobility in many cases and the advances in joint
prostheses offer hope to those with degenerative
joint disease especially. These advances have been
paralleled with better understanding of clinical
methods and ‘investigations. Mr. Macnicol
admirably outlines these in "The Diagnosis of
Knee Pain".

In each issue of RES MEDICA one of the
dissertations read before the Society is chosen for
publication. Mr. McKinlay's contribution com-
prehensively covers the arguments over the role of
trimethoprim used alone (particularly for urinary
infections), and in conclusion offers some practical
advice.

Computed tomography has secured an import-
ant place in imaging for the future, and Prof. Best
looks back on its development in the Comments

and Reflections section of the journal. This section
also includes an interesting perspective of the
famous 19th century Edinburgh surgeon, James
Syme, ably written by Dr. Eastwood. The new
medical curriculum continues to be a topic of
much debate in Edinburgh and Prof. Robson now
replies to Hamish Maclaren's criticisms set out in
last year's issue. Rob Buckman (‘Pink Medicine
Show') addressed the first meeting of the 244th
Session (1980/81) of the Society, to everyone's
amusement, and provides the light entertainment
in the Miscellanea section, completing this year's
issue.



