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BOOKS

New Aspects of Hum an Genetics. British Medical 
Bulletin, January 1969.

T h e  B .M .B . is published tri-annually by the 
M ed ica l D ep artm ent of the British C o u n cil; 
each vo lum e consists o f a series o f articles by 
acknow ledged experts on grow ing points in 
selected fields and this vo lum e is no exception. 
It w ould seem  presum ptions to criticise such 
a journal and one can sim ply give an indic
ation of the range o f m aterial covered.

T h e  articles in this issue consider m any 
aspects o f hum an genetics, from  ‘E n zym e and 
Protein Polym orphism  in H um an P op u lation s’ 
by Professor R . H . H arris, to ‘G enetics of 
C om m on  D isord ers’ by D r. C . O . C arter. In 
born Errors o f M etabolism  are w ell covered 
from  a num ber of aspects, as are chrom osom e 
abnorm alities. T w o  of the articles on cyto
genetics are w ritten by experts from  the 
E d in b urgh  M .R .C . U n it on clin ical and 
population c y to g e n e tic s : ‘H um an Population  
C yto gen etics ’ by the late Professor W . M . 
C ourt-Brow n and M r. P. G . Sm ith , and 
‘Structural A bnorm alities o f the Sex C h ro m o 
som es’ by D r. Patricia  Jacobs. T h e  Bulletin  
also includes discourses on the genetic  aspects 
o f haem oglobinopath ies, the porphyrias, blood- 
groups, autosom al im balance, m osaics and 
chim eras, and reciprocal translocations.

A ll of these articles contain very concise, 
h igh ly con centrated in form ation , couched in 
the jargon of each speciality. T h is  is definitely 
not bed-tim e reading, but m ore reference 
m aterial for those w ith a specialised know 
ledge of, or keen interest in, hum an genetics. 
N o t a vo lum e for the average m edical student 
unless he has a great enthusiasm  for the 
subject.

S .J.U .

Tile Eye in General Practice (5th. Edition) by C.
R. S. Jackson. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 30/-.

W ith o u t doubt, this book fulfils very ade
quately the need for a concise textbook of 
ophthalm ology for the general practitioner. 
In particular it em phasises the need for urgent 
attention to certain disorders and stresses the 
dangers of indiscrim inate use of local steroids.

D r. Jackson ’s book is also m ost suitable for 
the undergraduate’s first steps in o p h th al
m ology, being sufficiently short and readable to 
satiate the stud en t’s interest w ithout over- 
taxing an appetite  already curbed by pressure 
of other specialities. H ow ever, the student 
w ill have to supplem ent his reading by atten 
tion to colour slides of ocular conditions and 
by exam ining as m any patients as possible, for 
there are only 44 figures (including but 6 
fundal photographs). It is appreciated  that a 
book costing only thirty shillings cannot pos
sibly contain large num bers of photographs, 
but the priorities for inclusion are som ewhat 
incongruous. T h e  presence, for exam ple, o f a 
photograph of a con ju nctival m ole and two 
essentially sim ilar pictures of both synechiae 
and acne rosacea, at the expense o f any d ia
gram  of the m echanism  of glaucom a or naso
lacrim al obstructions.

T h is  latest edition contains one less figure 
and about ten changes in the text. T h e  m ost 
significant o f these are a section on w eld er’s 
flash, an extra paragraph on the im plications 
of aphakia, som e aspects o f m odern treatm ent 
of detachm ent and em phasis on the urgency 
of treatm ent of tem poral arteritis by system ic 
steroids in order to prevent loss o f sight.

D esp ite  m inor criticism s, this book is to be 
h igh ly recom m ended.

D .M c L .



Recent Advances in Pharmacology (4th. Edition).
Edited by Robson & Stacey. J. & A. Churchill,
London.

S in c e  th e  p ro d u ct io n  o f  th e  th ird  e d it io n  o f  
this review, in 19 6 2 ,  p h a rm a co lo g ica l  research 
has acce lera ted  e xp lo s ive ly ,  b o th  w ith in  the 
na rro w  d isc ip l in e ,  a n d ,  d iv e rg e n t ly ,  tow ards  
o th e r  sc ientif ic  fields.  It  is th ere fore  a pa rt ic 
ularly p leasant  surprise  to find th at  the 4th. 
e d it io n  retains th e  essentia l  q u a l i t y  o f  its p re 
decessor  —  the concise ,  yet  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  and  
vital,  presentat io n  o f  re levant  m ater ia l .  T h i s  
has b e e n  a ch ieved  by  in v it in g  experts  to c o n 
t r ibute  artic les  o n  cu r re n t  w o rk  in their  pa r
ticular  fields. A s  a result th e  ch apters  are o f a 
u n i fo r m ly  high s tan dard ,  and  yet  presented  
w ith  ind iv id u a l  em p h as is .

T h e  m o st  casual  g la n ce  —  and the m ater ia l  
deserves m u c h  m o re  —  ind icates  at  o n ce  the 
p o te n t ia l ly  w id e  a p p e a l  o f  th e  book .  A s p ir in g  
tox icologists  w i l l  a p p re c ia te  th e  m a n y  il lus
trations o f  the m e ta b o l ic  pa th w a y s  o f drugs. 
T h e  re la t ionsh ip  o f  the c l in ica l  s ign if icance  of 
c a lc iton in  an d  gastr in to the s tu d y  o f  their  
basic  p h ys io lo g ica l  roles is c lear ly  sh ow n .  P r o 
fessor H orton  ac co u n ts  e n th u sias t ica l ly  the 
rapid d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p ro stag la nd in  b io 
c h e m ist ry  (honours  p h a rm a c o lo g y  s tu den ts  
p lease  note!) .  A l th o u g h  the b io m a th e m a t ic s  of 
drug-rece p to r  in teract ion  is p a te n t ly  for  the 
e xp ert  on ly ,  the p h a rm a c o lo g y  o f  th e  centra l  
ne rvou s  system , th e  sub je ct  o f  so m u c h  study ,  
is ab b re v ia te d  to 80 pages  o f  in t ro d u cto ry  
reading  fo r  the sen ior  s tu d e n t  o f  p h y s io lo g y  or 
p h a rm a co lo g y .

T h e  sect ion on im m u n o -s u p p r e ssive drugs 
seem s too br ie f ,  and  there  is n o t h in g  o f  oral 
con tra ce p t iv e s  or  drugs  o f  d e p e n d e n c e .  H o w 
ever  this is sm all  cr it ic ism  o f  a te x tb o o k  w h ic h

a d m ira b ly  succeeds  in lu c id ly  dov e ta i l in g  basic 
k n o w le d g e  w ith  fu tu re  possibilit ies.  T h e  p o p 
ularity  o f  this bo ok  can o n ly increase.

Body Fluids in Surgery (3rd. Edition) by J. W ilk in 
son. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.

T h i s  inva lu ab le  b o o k  w h ic h  is r e c o m m e n d e d  
to s tu den ts  a t  Dundee M e d ic a l  Sc h o o l ,  is a 
d e a r  concise  a c co u n t  o f  th e  n o rm a l  and  a b 
norm al in c lin ical ch em istry .  T h e  first h a l f  o f  
the b o o k  con ta in s  th e  p h y s io lo g ica l  m e c h a n 
ism s used b y  the b o d y  in c o n trol o f  a d y n a m ic  
m il ieu  in te rieur. Ion ic  e q u i l ib r iu m  an d  b u ffe r  
system s are  i l lustrated b y s im p le  e xp lan ato ry  
diagram s.

T h e  rem aind er  bu ilds  on the first f e w  c h a p 
ters and  discusses the effects o f  stress du e  to 
loss o f f luid, in ju ry  a n d  disease in the ad u lt  
an d  ch ild .  T h e  final ch apters  g ive  a br ie f  
su m m a ry  o f the d iagn ost ic  criteria in fluid and 
e lectro lyte  im b a la n c e  in c lu d in g  th e  drugs and  
fluids ava i lab le  for  their  correct ion .

D r .  W i l k in s o n ’s luc id  and  u n d ersta n d ab le  
a c co u n t  o f  this c o m p l ic a te d  su b je ct  results in 
a book that sh ou ld  a p p e a l  to a very  w id e  
readership.

C . M .L.

The Logic of Medicine by D. A. K. Black. Oliver 
& Boyd Ltd. 7/6d.

E m p lo y i n g  a sem i-scientif ic  fo rm a t ,  as w ith  
fert i l iz ing  scientif ic  w r i t in g  w ith  c h o ic e  re fer
ences, serves a g e n u in e ly  useful  pu rp o se  o f 
re ference  or  m e re ly  adds  a u th o r ity  to p la t itu de .  
As  o n e  reads fu r th er  into  this b o o k  several 
quest ions  c o m e  to m in d .  W ho was it wr itten
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for? W hy  was it written? Returning to the 
preface we find Professor Black stating “ In 
talking to scientists and educationalists, I be

came conscious that they are unaware of the 
exacting challenge which medicine offers to the 

intellect” .

Is this the reason? To convince the rest of 
the intelligentsia that doctors think and that 
science has finally permeated through to them. 
Certainly, even for the first year student, this 

paperback has little medical appeal. For the 
layman? The intelligent layman? Perhaps 

enjoyment of the quasi-medical. Perhaps a 
little insight —  but not much.

A.L.D.

A Manual of English for Overseas Doctors by Joy
E. Parkinson. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.

The Royal Commission on Medical Educ

ation said of overseas medical students in its 
report that ‘many lack a quick understanding 

of the idioms, allusions and variations of in
tonation used by patients, or in lectures, de

monstrations and seminars, although they can 
cope quite well with social conversation or a 

medical text’.

Miss Parkinson therefore wrote this book —  
a very small paperback one —  to provide aid 
for such people. O n  first opening it  the Eng
lish student m ight be rather amused —  but 

let h im  not be so proud —  he should read it 
carefully. There are words and expressions in 
the colloquial English section which I have 

never heard before and some which I have 
heard for years and of which I have never 
known the significance until now. I t  is such 

a good idea to include the sort of phrases 
which some of one’s patients are likely to use, 
which are not always strictly polite and, at 

times, incredibly vulgar.

There are sections on letter writing, Medical 
abbreviations and several examples of patient- 
doctor dialogues. A ll very useful for the 
foreign student, who will also find the chapter 
on the language of drug addiction of great 

interest. This discussion makes fascinating 
reading for many of us, foreign or not, who 

are not already drug addicts.

This is an excellent book, thoroughly re
commended for overseas students, and for the 
indigenous medical population.

W .D .L .M .
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AFTER VAGOTOMY

Edited by J. Alexander Williams, Ch.M., 
F.R.C.S., and Alan G. Cox, M.D.(Sheff), 
F.R.C.S.(Ed-),

Since the operation of vagotomy was first 
introduced twenty-five years ago, there has 
been a great deal of research and discussion on 
this subject which is still surrounded by con
troversy. This volume makes the available 
knowledge readily accessible and will stimulate 
further investigations of problems that still 
remain.
445 pages. Illustrated. £6.

EXTRACRANIAL CEREBROVASCULAR 
DISEASE AND ITS MANAGEMENT 

Edited by J. A. Gillespie, M.D., Ch.M., 
F.R.C.S.

The present volume which collects together 
the experiences of recognized authorities on 
the important aspects of this disease should 
be of value to all clinicians concerned in its 
treatment.
224 pages. Illustrated. £3 6s.

HANDBOOK OF HAEMATOLOGICAL AND 
BLOOD TRANSFUSION TECHNIQUE —
2nd Edition.

by J. W. Delaney, F.I.M.L.T., and G. Garratty,
F.I.M.L.T.

The contents of this clear and concise manual 
have now been amended and revised to con
form to the current syllabus for the Institute 
of Medical Laboratory Technology. Students, 
and all those involved in any way in haemato- 
logical work will find it of great use.

436 pages. Illustrated limp cover £2 10s.
casebound £3 10s.

TUMOURS OF THE URINARY BLADDER 

In Preparation by K. P. Sarma, F.R.C.S.

A new book presenting a resume of the 
accumulated world literature on the subject, 
and an outline of different treatment policies, 
with no attempt to favour or formulate any 
particular school of thought.

404 pages. Illustrated. £5.

BUTTERWORTHS
88 KINGSW AY LO N D O N  W.C.2


