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BOOK REVIEWS

THE C H R IS T IA N  P H Y S IC IA N  in the Advance of 
the Science and Practise of Medicine. Edited 
by A. M. Connell and A. J . Orange, publ. G. A. 
Lindeboom. 142 pp.

T h is  book is a report on the 2nd In ter
national C ongress o f C h ristian  Physicians held 
at O xford  last year. W h ile  not as com pre
hensive as the book review ed above, it does 
reflect a variety of situations created by the 
advance o f m edicine. T h e  papers presented 
in clude contributions on the m edical im p lic
ations of prom iscuity, drug addiction and the 
p opulation  explosion , as w ell as ones on the 
role o f the C h ristian  doctor in scientific, thera
peutic and clin ical research.

T h e  contributors are all C h ristian  physicians 
and believe that C h ristian ity  has a basic part 
to play in the advance of m edicine. In a pro
fession such as this it is becom ing m ore obvious 
each day that the study of m edical ethics 
requires serious recognition of the C h ristian  
view point. D .B .

ETH ICAL RESPONSIB ILITY: Medicine. A 
Christian approach. Edited by Vincent 
Edmunds, M .D ., M .R .C .P. and C. Gordon 
Scorer, M .D ., F.R.C.S. E. & S. Livingstone, 
publ. 200 pp. 1967. 30s.

T h e  age o f th e sim ple d o ctor/p atien t relation
ship and straightforw ard treatm ent is passed! 
A s m an ’s pow er to control the fu nction ing of 
the hum an body extends, so his ethical respons- 
ib ilities increase bringing a com plexity o f socio- 
m edical problem s and m oral argum ents.

T h is  book sets out the topics of m edical 
con jectu re  w hich have recently received w ide
spread p ub licity , and discusses them  from  a 
C h ristian  view point. T h e  articles are clear and 
w ell w ritten ; the problem s are logically  dis
cussed and, in the views presented by the 
authors, the reader becom es aware of the 
sincerity and C h ristian  faith  behind the w riting.

A s m ore and m ore ethical responsibility is 
required o f the doctor it is im perative that he 
should  honestly consider each of these problem s. 
A s the B ib le  has provided us w ith  our m oral 
code since the tim e o f M oses w hat is m ore 
logical than that we should turn to it for gu id
ance in m odern day issues?

T h is  book w ould greatly benefit all doctors 
and students, and indeed all those w ho are in 
any w ay concerned w ith the social and moral 
structure of the w orld ’s com m unities.

D .B .

THE EN IG M A  OF C O R O N A R Y  H EA RT  DISEASE. 
By A. H. T. Robb-Smith. 150 pages. Published 
by Lloyd & Luke Ltd. 1967. 30s. net.

T h is  is an adm irable m onograph on a subject 
w hich is defined b y  m any as an epidem ic. A nd 
the en igm atic elem ent of this “ ep id em ic”  is 
concisely review ed.

T h e  author points out that statistics arc 
in fluenced not sim ply by the actual incidence 
of th e disease, but by the changing nom encla
ture in use and by the attitude of doctors to 
the condition. In fact there is little  evidence at 
present to suggest that the increased prevalence 
in degenerative heart disease reflects anyth ing 
m ore than the survival o f an increasing p o p u l
ation of an age susceptible to these pathological 
changes. C onsideration  is also given to the 
m ultifactorial entanglem ents of the disease —  
culture, social class, country and sex, for 
instance.

T h e  book leans perforce on m uch statistical 
evidence. W h ile  the m ajority of this is pre
sented clearly, som e of the graphs suffer from  
having been reduced to a sm aller page size and 
this makes their in terpretation daunting. Per
haps later editions, w hich are assuredly deserved, 
w ill carry sim plified figures o f these. In view  
of the recent sym posium  on angina pectoris, 
this book should hold out special interest to 
the m edical profession in Ed in b u rg h . M .F .M .

THE E.E.G. IN  C L IN ICAL PRACT ICE. Laidlaw & 
Stanton. E. & S. Livingstone. 40s.

T h is  readable book opens w ith  a brief de
scription of the technique of E .E .G .  recording, 
and this is fo llow ed by a chapter dealing very 
sim ply w ith  the interpretation of the records.

T h e  m ain section is concerned w ith the 
clinical application of the E .E .G .  in various 
disorders. T yp ica l cases are described and 
lavish ly illustrated w ith norm al and abnorm al 
tracings. T h e  contribution  w hich the E .E .G . 
can m ake to diagnosis or m anagem ent in any 
given situation is assessed, and its lim itations 
em phasised.

T h e  fourth  chapter discusses the future place 
o f electroencephalography in both neurology 
and general m edicine. F in ally , there is an 
appendix designed especially for those w ishing 
to learn the technique of E .E .G . reporting.

C are fu lly  p lanned, clearly w orded and 
beau tifu lly  presented, this book is recom 
m ended to all interested in acquiring a basic 
understanding o f the electroencephalogram .

C .B .M .G .
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LECTURE NOTES ON PSYCHOLOGICAL 
MEDICINE. Rodger. (Third Edition). E. & S. 
Livingstone Ltd. 8s 6d.

Concise information on Psychological M edi- 
cine in hard to come by. T o  attem pt a course 
through a subject so beset with theoretical 
controversies in a little over 100 pages is a 
remarkable achievement.

T h e  authors tem per their stride through this 
course of lecture notes with aptly chosen refer
ences to a num ber of recognised books on the 
subject, enabling the reader to break o ff into 
areas of greater detail that may catch his fancy 
(or his prospective exam iner’s approval!). It is 
especially pleasing to see recommendation of 
many of the excellent Penguin series concerned 
with this topic. T h e  book is headed in neat 
sections, and includes a basic glossary of terms 
at its outset. M .F .M .
HISTOLOGICAL APPEARANCES OF TUMOURS. 

By R. Winsten Evans. E. & S. Livingstone. 
Edinburgh, 1966. £10 10s.

Th is is n o t ' a book aimed at the under
graduate reader but he would do well to be 
aware of it as a reference volume. It is aimed 
at the clinician and pathologist who want to 
have in one volume a good account of the 
most com m on tumours and some of those 
rarely seen. Towards this aim it succeeds 
admirably.

Each chapter of the book is com plete in 
itself giving an embryological account of the 
tissue or organ, and then going on to describe 
the various tumours which are formed. T his 
approach leads to a m ethodical and more 
understandable exposition. It also gives an 
insight into the difficulties of tumour classi
fication.

T his book is profusely illustrated with photo
micrographs of a very high standard. It is 
however a little disappointing to find no colour 
reproductions but in a book of this scope the 
cost would be excessive. It would also have 
been of use to have occasional photographs of 
the macroscopic appearance of some of the 
tumours. Diagrams of the most common sites 
of origin and metastatic spread would also 
have been helpful. However these criticisms are 
small when one considers the excellence of 
the descriptive text.

Neoplastic disease would appear to be becom 
ing more im portant to the clinician. Th is type 
of reference work is therefore of value no matter 
what is the chosen field. T o  the undergraduate 
it affords the opportunity of delving deeper 
into aspects of tumour pathology and com ing 
to a better understanding of neoplasia.

A .M .D .

THE EYE IN GENERAL PRACTICE. C. R. S. 
Jackson. E. & S. Livingstone 1967.

T h e scant am ount of tim e devoted to ophth
almology in Edinburgh’s new curriculum allows 
but the shallowest study of the subject. For 
this Dr. Jackson’s little book is admirably 
suited. For the student whose interest in the 
subject is not lim ited to passing the necessary 
exam ination, the book has several frustrating 
omissions. L ittle  attention is paid to aetiology 
and pathology; as with all Livingstone public
ations the quality of the illustrations is excellent 
but there are sim ply not enough; description 
and illustration of operative technique is 
negligible. As the book is tailored to meet the 
needs of the general practitioner these omissions 
are perhaps understandable. For the average 
student and G .P . the book remains adequate —  
with a little appropriate revision it could be 
excellent. I .C .M .
CLINICAL EXAMINATION. Edited by John

McLeod. 2nd Edition. E. & S. Livingstone 
1967. Pp. 567. 45s.

T h e enthusiasm which greeted the first 
edition of this text was a well-deserved tribute 
to the teachers of the Edinburgh M edical 
School. For the first time m any of their bedside 
diagnostic hints were set down in print in an 
easily-assimilated form. T h e  second edition has 
been expanded to include chapters by Sir 
James Fraser on examination of the Surgical 
patient and by Dr. J. S. Robson on simple 
laboratory tests. Exam ples of methods of 
examination discussed have now been added to 
most chapters and the illustrations increased by 
some 50 line drawings and plates.

A t 45/- “ M cL eo d ”  seems destined to join 
“ Davidson”  as a must for medical students 
throughout the Com m onwealth. I .C .M .
DEMONSTRATIONS OF OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

Hamilton Bailey. 3rd Edition. E. & S. Living
stone 1967. Pp. 422. 50s.

This, the smallest volume from the Ham ilton 
Bailey surgical stable, is a useful introduction 
to operative surgery for the clinical student. 
W ritten  throughout in the first person, the text 
reads as a com m entary on twenty major and 
minor procedures by 22 leading surgeons. Early 
chapters deal with theatre organisation and 
technique. T h e  most common operations in 
general, orthopaedic, gynaecological and neuro
surgery are then described in turn. A  glossary 
of surgical instruments is included in the 
appendix. Unfortunately anatomical detail has 
been kept at nursing level throughout, lim iting 
the book to a basic but not unhelpful intro
duction for the junior clinical student.

I .C .M .
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THE STORY OF WILLIAM HUNTER. By Sir 
Charles Illingworth. E. & S. Livingstone. Pp. 
130. 35s.

W illiam  H unter may not have been so well 
remembered by suceeding generations of 
medical students as his younger brother, John, 
but during his own lifetim e he had no peer as 
a teacher.

T h e  boy of thirteen who left Kilbride in 17 3 1  
to begin his studies for the M inistry soon tired 
of the church, and turned to medicine. A fter 
studying in Edinburgh under Professor M unro, 
and in London, he became a teacher of Ana
tom y himself, in that city, in 1740. H e went 
on to found London’s first medical school, and 
in those days when the care of women in child
birth was left to incompetent midwives and 
physicians, and surgeons hesitated to risk their 
reputations by practising the art, he became 
Queen Charlotte’s Obstetrician.

B ut this sensitive, scholarly man, who showed 
such compassion for his patients and concern 
for his pupils, had interests that ranged far 
outside medicine.

T h e  book is written in the first person, and if 
this suggests that some historical accuracy has 
been sacrificed, it has also made it easier for 
the author to construct a fascinating narrative.

N .B .T .

EMERGENCY SURGERY OF THE HAND. Eric 
Moberg. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 10s 6d net.

Primary management of the acute hand 
injury is the responsibility of the general 
practitioner, the casualty officer and the 
surgeon. T his comprehensive little monograph 
is for those who cannot afford the tim e to 
consult a larger text on the subject. Let it be 
said however that Professor M oberg is an inter
nationally known figure in this field and con
denses into 70 pages information he considers 
essential from his experience. l i e  stresses the 
importance of preventing infection, of Bunnell’s 
atraumatic operative technique, of immobilising 
the hand in its functional position, and of 
quantitive assessment of the sensory function 
(tactile gnosis) of the hand; he includes a test 
for sensory loss based on the Ninhydrin 
reaction.

T h e  book reads easily and has been translated 
from the original Swedish, via Germ an, by M r. 
M cQ uillan, Senior Lecturer in Orthopaedic 
Surgery at this university. It is well worth the 
financial outlay.

M .F .M .

THE MEDICAL and DENTAL DEFENCE 
UNION OF SCOTLAND LTD.

BENEFITS OFFERED BY THE UNION :

Defence of claims for alleged negligence in professional work and of actions for 
slander arising out of professional acts and relations, and indemnity for damages 
and legal costs arising from such claims.
Defence of claims against a principal in respect of acts by an assistant or locum. 
Advice on difficulties arising out of professional practice.
A ll benefits available to members in Scotland, England, W ales, Northern Ireland, 
Isle of M an, and Channel Islands, and to Short Service Officers with H .M . Forces, 
in any part of the world, provided the Total Com m issioned Service does not exceed 
five years. .
Benefits of M em bership for new graduates available from  date of application 
provided duly registered at that date.
T h e  subscription for new graduates is £3 per annum, for the first three years after 
qualifying thereafter normal subscription of £6 for members practising medicine 
and £4 for members practising dentistry.
A n entrance fee is not payable by those who are elected to membership within 
twelve m onths of their first registration.
Fu ll particulars and Form s of Application for M em bership can be obtained from 
the Secretary.

C. C. MILLAR, T.D., C.A.
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