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UISPP has a long history, starting with the old International Association of Anthropology
and Archaeology, back in 1865, until the foundation of UISPP itself in Bern, in 1931, and its
growing relevance after WWII, from the 1950°’s. We also became members of the
International Council of Philosophy and Human Sciences, associate of UNESCO, in 1955.

In its XIVth world congress in 2001, in Liége, UISPP started a reorganization process
that was deepened in the congresses of Lisbon (2006) and Floriandpolis (2011), leading to its
current structure, solidly anchored in more than twenty-five international scientific
commissions, each coordinating a major cluster of research within six major chapters:
Historiography, methods and theories; Culture, economy and environments; Archaeology of
specific environments; Art and culture; Technology and economy; Archaeology and societies.

The XVIIth world congress of 2014, in Burgos, with the strong support of Fundacién
Atapuerca and other institutions, involved over 1700 papers from almost 60 countries of all
continents. They contribute with new advances into understanding the human past and its
cultural diversity. This is what UISPP (www.uispp.org) is for, and this is also why we are
currently engaged in contributing for the relaunching of Human Sciences in their relations
with social and natural sciences, namely collaborating with the International Year of Global
Understanding, in 2016, and with the World Conference of the Humanities, in 2017.

The next two congresses of UISPP - in Paris (June 2018) and in Geneva (2020) - will
confirm this route.

Luiz Oosterbeek
Secretary-General
1I’Union Internationale des Sciences Préhistoriques et Protohistoriques

Journal of Lithic Studies (2017) vol. 4, nr. 4, p. v

Published by the School of History, Classics and Archaeology, University of Edinburgh
ISSN: 2055-0472. URL.: http://journals.ed.ac.uk/lithicstudies/

®
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 UK: Scotland License. @ B


mailto:loost@ipt.pt
http://www.uispp.org/

Vi

Journal of Lithic Studies (2017) vol. 4, nr. 4 doi:10.2218/jls.v4i4



