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ﬂ“'@ﬁ"'*"ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂ‘”'ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ If I were to die in Exile
“]"*"ﬁﬁ""iﬁ'“]5%’%“1"4"{\1,@55“]'&'%&1“31 If I could never return home,
U](B\Eﬁ@ﬂ@aqala\'aﬂ And were to die in Exile,
:a'@\l'ﬁ'qﬁu}mua'am'qﬁl Scatter my ashes in the wind,
‘4"{\!‘“'@'5“]“1'%@"13'@"@,??’\'\{“]N] Blowing towards my homeland.
AHGT U] R'xm'i'mﬁa'qr\'g:'N';ﬂ'@'ﬂa?mm‘ At least, I long to be a speck of dust

N:l@’:ﬁ'g:‘u]@:mq5q'i'qu'ma'm'5m'g'3«"§q' that hovers in the sky above the High
Iq Mountains,

Or, clings to the bosom of Pure Earth.
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Who would?

Who Would?

If my cold were to get worse in the middle
of this night,

And I suddenly took my last breath,
Who would witness this tragedy first?

When would my family hear the terrible
news?

Who would deliver it to my parents?

Even though I have spent half my life in
Dhasa,

For this place and its people,

It makes no difference whether I am alive
or dead.

For my landlord, it would just mean a
change of tenant.

I have already understood this truth a long
time ago,

And accepted it with much reluctance.
Hence, I do not feel particularly sad.
No, that is not true!

Just as a person has to accept their receding
hairline,

I have gotten used to this harsh truth.
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Kunchok Rabten is a Tibetan short story writer and translator based in Dharamsala, India.
Among his notable Tibetan translations is SR The Pearl by John Steinbeck (2022, Blackneck
books). He is currently working on a story series for children entitled The Adventures of Norbu.
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