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Enthronement Rituals of the Princes of Rus’ (twelfth-
thirteenth centuries)

Alexandra Vukovich
The University of Cambridge

This article examines the translation, transformation, and innovation of ceremonies of inauguration
from the principality of Kiev to the principality of Vladimir-Suzdal’ and the city of Novgorod in the
early Russian period (twelfth-thirteenth centuries). The ritual embellishment of inauguration
ceremonies suggests a renewed contact between early Rus’ and Byzantium.

Medieval historians have long understood the importance of rituals in communicating the sacredness
of ruling offices. Ceremonies of enthronement, anointings of rulers by bishops, and the entry of a ruler
into a city or a monastic complex were all meant to edify, promote, and render visible the authority of
the ruler and that of the Church. In the medieval period, such ceremonies and rituals were attended
with processions, liturgical invocations, and lauds that transformed the ceremonial space (usually a
church) into the sacred image of heavenly Jerusalem and the ruler into a figure of the triumphant
Christ (Koziol 77-103).

The literate clergy of Kievan Rus’ portrayed ceremonies of inauguration in the chronicles of Rus’,
suggesting that such ceremonies were made visible to the laity (other princes, the people of Kiev and
other polities, and foreign dignitaries) through processions to and enthronements at the church of St.
Sophia in Kiev along with analogous churches in other cities, in a few solemn and infrequent events.
The enthronements of new rulers represented in the chronicles of Rus’ for the Kievan period (the
twelfth century) differ from the highly structured ceremonies of inauguration described for the
Byzantine court and from the circumscribed rituals elaborated by the Church for the Latinate
kingdoms.i For example, the beginnings of reigns in the Povest’ vremennykh let (the Russian Primary
Chronicle) appear to solely denote the hereditary right of succession for the princes of Rus’, and
historians have largely focussed on the theoretical system(s) of succession of the Rurikid dynasty in
Rus’ in order to make sense of increasingly complicated configurations for the succession of Rurikid
princes to the throne of Kiev.ii By contrast, the ritual elements of the inaugurations themselves (when
they are described) have not been analysed with the attention they merit.iii George Majeska portrays
the schema of a Kievan enthronement, in comparison with a Muscovite enthronement, that of Dimitrii
lvanovich in 1498, thusly: “Prince (or Grand Prince) blank came to blank and sat (sede) on the throne
of his forefathers” (Majeska 353-361; 355). Though not as pithy as Majeska claims, the enthronement
ceremonies of early Rus’ received none of the ordines or theoretical exegeses that defined and
embellished those of Byzantium and the Latinate kingdoms (Nelson 259-283). This article will
examine ceremonies of inauguration in Rus’, specifically, in the North and Northeast. The progressive
differentiation and elaboration of enthronement rituals in the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries

demonstrates a recuperation effort, of the Kievan heritage, as well as a possible Byzantine influence.
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The chronicles of Rus’ include details about ceremonies of inauguration. The relative consistency
of the descriptions of the inaugurations of new Rurikid princes through enthronements at the church
of St. Sophia in Kiev or at analogous churches in other polities suggest that such ceremonies carried a
social and political value in designating a new prince and investing him with seniority (in the case of
sole rule) or a higher status (in the case of co-rule with a senior prince). The representation of Church
prelates, monks, notables, lay people, and foreign dignitaries as participants and witnesses to the
enthronements of certain princes of Rus’ suggests that the authors or compilers of the chronicles of
Rus’ were concerned with the externalisation of the symbols of authority for the benefit of an

acquiescent public.

From this perspective, the ritual elements of the enthronement ceremony would represent, as
Maurice Godelier writes “these are ‘total social acts’ in the sense that they summarise and express—
therefore they compound in an isolated moment, and in a specific social setting—the principles of
social organisation that underlie a way of life.” (des ‘faits sociaux totaux’ en ce sens qu’ils résument et
expriment—donc totalisent en un moment exceptionnel, en une configuration particuliére de la vie
sociale—les principes de I'organisation qui sous-tend ce mode de vie;V my translation, Godelier 66).
Thus, an enthronement in Rus’ would externalise the principles of succession in Rus’, as the visual
translation of an ideology made available to the interpretation and appropriation by its designated

public.

In the Kievan section of the Hypatian Chronicle (known as the Kievan Chronicle), which covers
the events of the twelfth century, the enthronements of the princes of Rus’ are described in greater
detail than in the Vladimirian-Suzdalian section of the Laurentian Chronicle (known as the Suzdalian
Chronicle). The descriptions of these enthronements are especially vivid regarding the two
enthronements that take place in the city of Vladimir and one enthronement that takes place in the
city of Novgorod. These successor cities and rivals to Kiev demonstrate a clear determination to
recuperate the ritual spaces (churches, monasteries, and processional routes) of the city of Kiev. The
descriptions of enthronements in these cities are further examples of the shift of power from the
principality of Kiev to Vladimir-Suzdal’ in the twelfth century. The enthronements that take place
under the auspices of the princes of Vladimir-Suzdal’ are elaborated in the narrative of the Kievan
Chronicle in marked geographic shifts (away from the politico-spiritual centre of Kiev) and rhetorical
amplifications for the enthronements of Andrei Bogoliubskii in Vladimir (1158), Mikhailko lurevich in
Vladimir (1176), and Mstislav Rostislavich in Novgorod (1178), which prefigure the grandiose
description of the enthronement (as co-ruler) of Constantine Vsevolodovich (the son of Vsevolod
Bolshoe Gnezdo) in Vladimir (1206) as it is described in the Suzdalian section of the Laurentian

Chronicle.

Beginning in the mid-twelfth century, the Suzdalian principality becomes increasingly prominent
as a rival to Kiev and as a successor to the city of laroslav the Wise (ruled Kiev, 1019-1054), which had
been built to mirror the topographic and spiritual landscape of Constantinople. The princes, Andrei
Bogoliubskii (son of lurii Dolgorukii) and his successor, Vsevolod Bolshoe Gnezdo (Big Nest), engaged
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in a programme of expansion that reflected the good fortunes of the north-east of Rus’ in the twelfth
century (Franklin and Shepard 356-366). Thus, it is unsurprising that the enthronement of Andrei
Bogoliubskii, especially as it is presented in the Hypatian Chronicle, should focus on the philanthropic
oeuvre of the Prince: the construction of a church dedicated to the Holy Mother of God, the
completion of lurii Dolgorukii’s church dedicated to the Holy Saviour, and the endowment of other
churches and monasteries in Vladimir-Suzdal’:

In that same year, all the people of Rostov, Suzdal’, and Vladimir, having conferred,

took Andrei (Bogoliubskii), lurii’'s eldest son, and they set him (to rule) on his father’s

throne in Rostov and in Suzdal’ and in Vladimir, since he was greatly loved by all for

the very great number of good deeds which he had accomplished for the Lord and for

all who were under him. Moreover, upon the death of his father, he created a great

memorial. He decorated churches and established monasteries and completed the

stone church of the Holy Saviour, which his father had previously begun. Prince

Andrei himself laid the foundation of the stone Church of the Holy Mother of God in

the city of Vladimir in the month of April, on the eighth day, the day that is dedicated

to the memory of the holy apostle Rodion, on Tuesday. And he gave it many

possessions: settlements that he had purchased with tribute, and the best villages, and

a tithe of his herds and one-tenth of his trade goods. He had built for the church five

domes, and all the domes he decorated with gold. And he made it a bishop’s seat. And

he founded more (buildings) in the city of Vladimir.

(Tom ke jet, caymapiiu PocroBuu u Cy:xmaauiin 1 BosoAMMUPITA BCH TOSIIA
Annpes cuna /[ropreBa cTapeumaro u nocaduiua u Ha om(uu)Hu cmoae Pocrose u
Cyxxnanu u Bosogumupu, 3aHe 6e IPIUIIOOUM BCUM 32 IIPEMHOTYIO €r0 J0OPOJEeTENh
I03Ke uMesIle Ipexe K bory u Kk BcUM cymiuM Io HUM. TeM ke U II0 CMUPTH OTIa
CBOETO BeJINKY IaMsATh, CTBOPU IEPKBU YKpacH U MOHACTBIPU IIOCTaBU U LIEPKOBb
CKOHIIA WKe Oe 3aI0KWIb Iepexe orel ero cearoro Cmaca kamsaHy. KHa3p xe
Anjyipen caMm y BosiogumMupn 3a710:XKH IIEPKOBb KaMsAHY cBATOM boropuamnu mecena
anpuiA B 8 JileHb Ha CBATOTO0 anocrosia Poanona B BTOpHUK. U fad U MHOTO UMeHUA U
cB00OO/IN KYIUIEHBIS U C JAHUMHU U CeJIa JIEMIIasi U JECATUHBI B CTaZeX CBOMX U TOPT
JecAaTsin. CBepIIN JKe IePKOBb 5 BEPXOB U BCe BEPXBI 30JI0TOM YKpacH U CTBOPU B HeU
eIUCKOIIBbI0 U Topoy, Bostogumep 6osiu 3amoxku; my translation, PSRL 1 328; PSRL 2
490-1.)

The beginning of the reign of Andrei Bogoliubskii, sub anno 1158, is unremarkable insofar as the
ceremony of enthronement is concerned. The Hypatian and Laurentian Chronicles have the same
source for the narrative of the event, as the texts relating the event are very nearly identical. Andrei
Bogoliubskii is accepted by the people of Rostov, Suzdal’, and Vladimir, who confer upon him the right
to rule and place him on his father’s throne (Hurwitz 12-22). The focus of this episode, and the main
event of the enthronement, is the construction of the church dedicated to the Holy Mother of God,

constructed between 1158 and 1160, which would later become the central church in Vladimir. This



FORUM | ISSUE 17 Vukovich4

church followed the example of its homologue at the Kievan Caves Monastery and was the first of a
series of edifices that would culminate in the erection of Vladimir-on-the-Kliazma. As Limonov writes,
this form of cultural expansion through the mass construction of churches and monasteries promoted
Vladimir to an (almost) equal rank and, certainly, as a rival to the principality of Kiev.v This
observation gains greater veracity when, in the 1160's, Andrei Bogoliubskii sought ecclesiastical
emancipation from Kiev. Although, in spite of his great prominence and high rank, Andrei
Bogoliubskii had to accept the negative verdict of Constantinople, Rus’ being an ecclesiastical province
of the patriarchate of Constantinople. In spite of this refusal by the Constantinopolitan patriarchate,
the inchoate process of cultural mimesis is in clear evidence in urban planning, architecture, and the
pattern of cultural patronage begun by lurii Dolgorukii and continued by his son and, especially, by

his son’s successors.

The enthronement of Mikhailko (accompanied by Vsevolod lurevich) at Vladimir follows a very
common pattern (like that previously seen in Kiev) and is only remarkable in that the accounts
provided by the Hypatian and Laurentian Chronicle differ slightly. In this instance, the Laurentian
Chronicle provides several panegyric amplifications that are omitted in the Hypatian Chronicle:

Then Mikhailko and Vsevolod went into Vladimir with glory and great honour, leading
the prisoners before them. God had shown the princes not to transgress the (kissing of
the) Cross and to honour their elder brother, and not to heed evil men who do not
want peace between brothers. Then the people of Vladimir, seeing their princes, went
to meet them with crosses and with happiness and with great honour. And Mikhailko
went into the city, to the church of the Holy Mother of God, and sat on the throne of
his father and grandfather on the fifteenth day of the month of June. That day, a
Sunday [...] there was great happiness in the city of Vladimir on behalf of the Grand
Prince of all the land of Rostov. Let us wonder at the miracle of the great and glorious
Mother of God, at how she saved her city from a great scourge.

(Muxasnko ke mobemu MOJIKD [c 6paTroM cBOUMB BceBosiosjoM] B JieHb HENEJTHBIU U
moexa B BosioauMeph ¢ 4acTIO U ¢ CJIaBOIO BesiMKow. JIpy:kuHe ero [u BceBosioxku] u
BosiogumMepiieM BeayImmuM IIpeji HUM KOJIOAHUKBI. BOoTy HakazaBII0 KHA3UU KpecTa
YaCcTHATO He MPECTYIaTH U CTAPEUINaro Opara YacTUTH a 3JIbIX UeJIOBEK He CIIyIIATU
YKe He XOTAT Mexu Opareto 1o6pa. Bemgoma ke ¢ kpectsl npoTuBy Muxaiky u 6pary
ero BceBosiofy UTyMeHH U TIOTIOBE U BCH JIIOJIBI M BeXa B TOPO/I K CBATeN Boropoauiu
WIOHS Mecelsd B 15 JeHb. A B JieHb HeJleJHBbIU [...] VI ObICTb Pajio/iCTh BEJIUKA B
Bosiogumepu rpajie BUAsAILIE y coOe BEJTUKOTO KHA3S Beess POCTOBBCKBIS 3eMud. MBI ke
Jla TIOUBUMCS YIOJHOMY U BEJIMKOMY WM IpecjaBHOMY MaTepe Boxks kako 3acTymu

TpaJi CBOU OT BeJIMKHX Oexm; my translation, PSRL 1 602; PSRL 2 375-376.)

This panegyric excursus is found at the end of the narrative featured in the Laurentian Chronicle as an
excursus on the rejoicing of the people of Vladimir-Rostov-Suzdal’ at the enthronement of the new

prince and the salutary aspect of the Mother of God as the protector of cities. This epithet is a



FORUM | ISSUE 17 Vukovich5

reference to the Akathistos hymn, which Kondakov connected to Psalm 46:5, in honour of the Virgin
where she is described as the “unbreakable wall” thereby promoting the intercession of the Virgin for
the safety and defence of the city (Kondakov 72). The representation of the Virgin orans, the main
figure in the apse mosaic at the Kievan St. Sophia, was interpreted by art historians as a
Constantinopolitan theme based on the church of the Blachernae and the Virgin Blachernitissa. This
iconographic theme of the Mother of God veiled in white is connected with the worship of the Pokrov
(the feast of the Intercession of the veil) based on a vision of the Mother of God that occurred at that
same Constantinopolitan church and is recounted in the “Life of St. Andrew the Fool” (Kondakov, 59-
61; Rydén, 62-82). Thus, the innovation at this second inauguration of a prince of Vladimir-Suzdal’ is
the localisation of the enthronement at a major princely foundation, mostly likely, based on a Kievan,
and, by extension, a Constantinopolitan model. The appropriation of Byzantine religious imagery and
the intercession of the protectoress of the city of Kiev for the enthronement of Mikhailko further
demonstrates the rhetorical representation of a shift in politico-spiritual authority to Vladimir-
Suzdal'.

Even after the elaboration of a spiritual nexus for the princes of Vladimir-Suzdal’, the 1176
enthronement of Mikhailko remains modest. The narrative of the ceremonial portion—the description
of the physical space and topography of the enthronement—is limited to the salutation of the new
ruler, the presentation of the “life-giving Cross” (which Mikhailko kisses), and an implied procession
to the church of the Mother of God where the official enthronement (the act of “sitting on the throne™)
takes place. As on many occasions in the Kievan Chronicle, there is no mention of the presence of the
clergy. The omission of the clergy possibly reflects the increasingly autocratic actions of the princes of
Vladimir-Suzdal’ in trying to promote their own candidates to the metropolitanate (Franklin,
Sermons, li-lvii, xlix-li; Franklin and Shepard, 362-363) or even trying (and failing) to establish a
metropolitanate in Vladimir to circumvent the spiritual authority of Kiev (Franklin, “Diplomacy and
ideology,” 145-150). The election and elevation of a prince through his own authority as secular leader
(military and civil) and as spiritual leader (through his role as patron) may further reflect a changing
pattern in the ideology of rulership in Rus’ at the end of the twelfth century.

Based on these observations, it is entirely unremarkable that the description of Vsevolod
Bolshoe Gnezdo’s 1206 crowning of his son, Constantine in Novgorod should see the role of the
Church so greatly restricted. In the episode presented below, the main message is the prerogative of
the Grand Prince to confirm the right of seniority and to confer co-rulership in his own principality
without the assent of the Church or of the people of Novgorod:

His father presented him with the true Cross and a sword, saying: “This (the Cross)
will be your protector and helper, and the sword your menace (threat) and safeguard,
which | hand over to you that you may protect your people from enemies.” And he
said: “My son Constantine, God has given you seniority over all your brothers, and
Novgorod the Great possesses the seniority to rule over all Rus’ lands, in your name
and to your glory. But, it was God who gave you seniority among all your brothers,
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and in all Rus’ lands. And | give you seniority; go to your city.” He kissed and
dismissed him.

(1 ma emy oTely KpecTh YacTHHI U MeUb. Peka ce: “Tu 6y/iu cXpaHbHUK U IIOMOIITHUK a
MeuUb IpeIleHbe U ONaceHbe HKEe HbIHE JIal0 TH MACTH JIIO/IU CBOS OT MPOTUBHBIX,” U
peue: “ceiHy Mou KocrsaTmHe Ha ToOe BOTr HOJIOKHUI Iepeke CTApEUITNHBCTBO BO
Bcen OpaTthu TBoew a HoBropoj BenukbIn CTapeUIINHBCTBO UMATh KHSXKEHBIO BO
Bceu Pyckom 3emiiu 110 uMeHH TBOeM. Tako U XBajia TBOs He TOKMO bor mosoxusa Ha
Tebe CTapenIINHBCTBO B OpAaThu TBOEW HO U B Bcen Pyckom 3emun. U s13b TH 7aro
CTapeHnIIbHBCTBO, IOeAN B cBOoU ropos.” U nenosas u ormycru”; my translation, PSRL
1417-421; 418-419.)

The description of the ceremony itself does not differ greatly from those of the princes of Kiev
featured in the Kievan Chronicle: the princes enter the city of Novgorod, they are welcomed, there is
rejoicing, and a procession. The main ritual innovation in the narrative is the passing of a sword,
handed by Vsevolod to his son, as a symbol of his rule. The sword is given along with a Cross, marking
the double aspect of the prince’s authority over his land. The sword as a symbolic accoutrement does
not appear in any of the narratives of either the Povest’ vremennykh let (the Russian Primary
Chronicle) or the Kievan portion of the Hypatian Chronicle. The sword does not figure in the narrative
of the corresponding period in the Galician-Volhynian Chronicle either. In effect, it is only mentioned
in the thirteenth century portion of the Suzdalian section of the Laurentian Chronicle.

The Laurentian Chronicle, which, at this point, presents a different narrative from the Hypatian
Chronicle (which shifts to the events that took place in Galicia-Volhynia) endows the rite with a more
venerable aspect by citing Biblical passages that can be described as a veritable disquisition on the
position of the ruler within the celestial oikoumene as well as his favoured status with the Lord who
granted him his kingdom and rule. In effect, the series of Biblical quotations (Math. 25:4, 35, 36, 40;
Ps. 111-112:5; Ps. 40-41:1, 2; 11 Cor. 9:6) encapsulate the general topoi related to kingship including
the anointment ritual that is feature of the elevation of Israelite kings:

As the prophet David says: (Ps. 117-118:24): “This is the day which the Lord hath
made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” And then he says (Ps. 20-21: 1-5): “O Lord, the
Tsar shall have joy in thy strength and he greatly rejoiced in thy salvation. Thou hast
given him his heart’s desire, and hast not withheld the request of his mouth. Thou
hast placed a crown of precious stones on his head; he asked life of thee, and thou
gavest him length of days for ever and ever.” And then (Ps. 2:7-9): “The Lord said unto
me, ‘thou art My son, today | have begotten thee; ask of Me, and | will give thee the
people of thy inheritance, and their possessions will reach the end of the earth; and
thou shalt govern them with a rod of iron.” And the Apostle says (Rom. 13:1-4):
“World powers are ordained by God. We must fear the powers in order not to do evil
and in order not to obtain afterwards punishment from them.” And concerning this he
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says: “He is the servant (minister) of God, an avenger, for wrath to him that doeth
evil. If thou wilt have no fear of the powers, do that which is good, and thou shalt be
praised by them. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the

sword in vain.”

(Akoxxe peue mpopok [aBunm (Ps. 117-118:24) “cp geHp mke crBopu ['ocmon
B3pagyueMs u B3BeceauMcs Bo Hb.” U maku peue (Ps. 20-21: 1-5) “T'ociogu cuioio
TBOEIO B3BECEJIUTCSA I[eCaph U O CIACHBY TBOEM B3PaAYHETCS 3€JI0 JKeJaHbUe Cep/Ia
€ro aJI eMy €CH W XOTE€HbsI YCT €r0 HECH €ro JIMIIIJ IOJIOKHJI eCH Ha TJIaBe €ro
BEHEIlb OT KAMEHH JIpararo >KMUBOTa IIPocU y TebGe U J1aJl eMy €CH JIOJITOTY I€HH B BEKBI
Beky.” 1 maksiI (Ps. 2:7-9) “T'ocniois peue K MHe ‘CHH MOMY €CH ThI M a3 IaHACH MTOIUX
1. IIpocu OoT MeHe U JaM TH S3BIK JOCTOSHbsI TBOETO U OJIEPKAHbE TBOE /10 KOHIIA
3eMJIM U YIacCellu s MaJUIelo kee3Ho1.” U makbl amoctosnb peue (Rom. 13:1-4)
“‘By1acTH MUPBCKBISI OT Bora BUMHEHBI CyTh HO BJIACTH OO0sIIecs Ja 3J1a He CTBOPHUM Ja
He OT HUX. [TaKbl U MYKy IIPUMMEM U TOTO pajiy riarosjath ‘bBory ciyra ects mMbCTs
3J10/1e€M XOIIEIITHN JIU CsI BJIACTU He OOSATHU 3J1aro He TBOPU U TOXBAJIUTB TSI AIlle JIU 3JI0

TBOpUIIS Ooucs He 60 6e3 yma Meub HOocUTh ; My translation with Dvornik’s biblical
citations (120), PSRL 1 417-418.)

This passage is the first instance in any of the chronicles where the ruler is exalted in this fashion.
Effectively, such exaltations usually occur at the deaths and funeral processions of defunct princes of
Rus’. The exaltation encapsulates a series of topoi related to rulership: the role of the ruler as the
defender of his people, as philanthropist, and true benefactor (evepyéng) to his subjects, all of which
are topoi that are found in Byzantine rhetoric based on the Hellenistic topoi that were used to elevate
the successors of Alexander the Great (Dennis 131-141). Although the terms used to acclaim the new
prince of Novgorod are not those that would have necessarily been used to acclaim a Byzantine
emperor,Vi they encompass the spirit of secular power as it was understood not only in Byzantium, but

also in the wider medieval world (Ullmann esp. 86-96, 111-113).

As in Kiev, the new ruler is presented to the people of the city where he is meant to rule and to its
clergy. What is more prominent in Suzdal’ is the notion that the clergy had no specific role in the
confirmation of the prince nor in his elevation. The clergy is not attributed any responsibility in
articulating the prince’s right to rule through any type of ritual assent. The representation provided by
the Suzdalian portion of the Laurentian Chronicle (which was both written and later compiled by
monks in Rus’) is that of an autocratic appointment of a co-ruler made solely by a senior prince within

the framework of Biblical rhetoric and a Christian symbolic landscape.

The ceremonies of inauguration represented in the chronicles of Rus’ offer a unified vision for the
eleventh and twelfth centuries. The political and spiritual dominance of the principality of Kiev, the
city planned according to a Constantinopolitan model by laroslav the Wise, is demonstrated through
the internecine conflicts that erupted over competing claims to the throne of Kiev. It is also evidenced
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by the sacred topography and pattern of cultural patronage that the princes of Vladimir-Suzdal’
undertook for the city of Vladimir. Furthermore, it is evidenced by the chronicle narratives for
enthronements taking place in Vladimir-Suzdal’ that strictly adhere to a Kievan ceremonial template.
However, the shift in geographic focus in the Suzdalian Chronicle demonstrates competing, possibly
Byzantine,"ii influences for the ideological imperative behind the enthronements of the princes of
Vladimir-Suzdal’. This dynamic is present in the 1206 enthronement of Constantine Vsevolodovich at
Novgorod. The ritual innovations for the early thirteenth century enthronement at Novgorod, fallen
under the authority of princes of Vladimir-Suzdal’, represent the culmination of the process begun in
the twelfth century by the senior princes of Vladimir. The recuperation of a Kievan politico-spiritual
and ritual heritage is enhanced by the representation of the Prince of Vladimir as autocrat within the
legitimising rhetorical framework of the Christian faith. Thus, Vladimir-Suzdal’ is represented as both
a successor to the principality of Kiev, through mimesis, and as an autonomous principality, through

ritual innovation.

Notes

" For the 10" and 11™ centuries, the main sources are: Novgorod | Chronicle (NPL) in PSRL 3 and the Povest’
vremmenykh let. The main source for the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in Rus’ is the Hypatian Chronicle,
which is the base text for this study. The text used is that of the PSRL 2, cols. 264-715. The much shorter
Laurentian Chronicle is also employed where it adds to or differs from the text of the Hypatian Chronicle, see:
PSRL 1, cols. 289-437.

" See: Solov’ev, 203-15; Gorshkov, col. 837; Stokes, 268-275; Pritsak, 25, 28, 582; Dimnik, 369-386; Shields
Kollmann, 377-387; Shchavlev, 68-78. These are only some of the articles amongst the historical works that
discuss enthronements or stolonasledie that in terms of the succession rules and struggles that consumed the
Rurikids.

i See: Dvornik, 73-121. See also: Dimnik in The Dynasty of Chernigov, 1146-1246 provides some analysis of
enthronements in Kiev as ceremonies. Chichurov in his Politicheskaia ideologiia provides the ideological basis
for understanding the ceremony within the context of 11" and 12" century political thought in Rus’. The latest
studies on the topic are: Plotnikova, 3-12; and Androshchuk, 5-10.

" See also: De Coppet (ed.), Understanding Rituals where the idea of “total social acts” implies the public
representation of rituals in order to incarnate the fundamental principles of a social order. However, as Adler
and Turner have described in their respective studies, sometimes a private ritual, a “coutume secréte”, can
produce the same effect and represent a “real” incarnation of authority and the basis for social order while
excluding wider participation. Adler’s study describes the effect of such rituals and their “usage magico-réaliste
ou magico-ritualiste” as potently perpetuating the idea of monarchy amongst the Moundang and promoting a
royal lineage, see: Adler, 381. Turner also notes cumulative uses of ritual elements as exemplifying a single
principle through their repetition, thus rendering “total social acts” unproductive and unnecessary, see: Turner,
The Ritual Process.

¥ Limonov, 104-106; Franklin and Shepard, 359. The desire to promote a Constantinopolitan framework for the
city is evident in its urban planning as well as the establishment, by Andrei Bogoliubskii, of a new feast
dedicated to the Intercession of the Veil (pokrov), to which Andrei Bogoliubskii’s church of the Intercession on
the Nerl was dedicated, Rydén, 62-82. On the church patronage of the princes of Vladimir, see: Brumfield, 44-
56. Compare the description of the church dedicated to the Holy Mother of God with Kiev’s St. Sophia, which
included five aisles and apses instead of three, a gallery, staircase access towers on three sides and thirteen
domes. See: Powstenko, 109-112.

"' Note that the role of the clergy at ceremonies of inauguration was not as imperative in Byzantium as in the
Latinate kingdoms. In Byzantium, the patriarch’s role was limited to the blessing of the imperial vestments,
imperial diadem (which the emperor placed on his own head and on that of his chosen co-emperor), liturgical
prayers for the new ruler, followed by acclamations.

"' On the renewed Byzantine influence on Vladimir-Suzdal’, see: White, 351-362.
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